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strong private interests benefit in the short run from exploited
resources. The use of land in Australia has been left mainly
to individual enterprise. When the price of wool is high,
there is a tendency to extend sheep settlement until the
sheep "eat the country out/' State ownership of the land,
now widespread, is not an adequate protection in itself,
especially in cases where the leases are short, individual
responsibility is lax, and inevitably the proper equilibrium
is not maintained between stocking and vegetation. Salt-
bush country when excessively cropped by sheep and the
pernicious rabbit is reduced to a desolate aridity. In areas
of light rainfall pastoral land, which should be left in pasture,
has been cultivated for wheat in periods of high wheat prices,
and the soil, deprived of its natural vegetal cover, has been
subjected to harsh wind erosion. Not merely vegetation and
soils have been wasted, but also artesian water, which is a
precious factor in making pastoralism possible in some of
the dry belts of the interior.

Although there are notable achievements in irrigation and
the more obvious modes of collecting water, the Australian
state has yet to enforce vigorous and comprehensive measures
to conserve its meagre forests, thin soils, and scanty rivers.
Substantial agreement exists among scientists as to the
necessary policies, but the public in its optimism remains
indifferent. The democracy indeed has been very sanguine
about the extent of the continental resources, has never
fully appreciated the long-run effects of the grim struggle
between the rival forces of waste and replacement in the
back country, and has often regarded as cranks or inferior
patriots those who stressed the limited and destructible
character of natural wealth.

In general social services, the achievement of Australia
is less distinctive than in other phases of its collectivism.
Here it has conformed closely to the development within